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Grade 8 Algebra I: 

 Student earns a D- or E as second semester grade, he/she retakes in H.S. 

 Student earns an E first semester, but greater than a D- second semester, M.S. 

principal and counselors look at this case by case.  In cases like this, we may expect 

second semester grade to be in the C range to move on. 

 Student earns a D- first semester and D second, he/she moves on. 

Grade 8 World Language I. 

 Student earns a D first semester and better than a D second, moves on. 

 Student earns a D both semesters, has option to move on or retake by request and 

with parent permission. 

 Student earns a D- first semester and a D or D+ second, has option to move on or 

retake by request and with parent permission. 

 Student earns D+ or better in both semesters, moves on. 

Why the criteria are not the same: 

 Students in grade 8 Algebra I have lab support.  Therefore, they have already 

experienced support and lab intervention that is working for most students. 

 There is no pattern to those who struggle in Algebra I and those who struggle in 

Geometry.  However, Algebra I and Algebra II are more closely related in content.   

 We have an alternate Algebra II in the Workplace Course that allows for more 

concrete application on Algebra II concepts. 

 We have lab support for Algebra II and our students who take the lab succeed.  

 
 

Other comments for consideration: 
 

* If a student gets a D he/she shows some understanding of about 2/3 of the content.  This does not 

mean some students will not struggle but they are not failing.  Students who chose to move on may need 
to work hard but they can pass the next level with instructional scaffolding. 

 
*Students have to move on in all core courses with whatever middle school grade they get and teachers 

are expected to differentiate instruction to reach them.  It is expected that W.L. teachers will learn to 

differentiate instruction for this wider range of needs. 
 

*   Students have fewer elective slots at the high school and should not use these slots to retake W.L. I 
courses taken in the M.S. unless it is critical that they do so.  If they are to stay on track to graduation, 

they need room to possibly retake some high school courses and/or have some choice in their high 
school subjects.  Being able to pursue some interests increases engagement in school. 

 

* We do not support retaking grade 8 W. L. I when the primary purpose is to have an easy freshman 
course or to raise a grade point.  Therefore, we have established guidelines for when this is appropriate.   

 
 


