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Pre-Algebra or Algebra 
 
 
The South Lyon Community Schools has created a Pre-Algebra (7th grade) and Algebra (8th grade) 
for students whose performance record indicates that they may be challenged by the new math 
requirements set forth by the State of Michigan.  These requirements increase the rigor and 
expectations for high school graduation.  To handle this rigor, students must have a strong 
background in Algebra before entering high school.  Under the guidance of the CITA 
Department, (Curriculum, Instruction, Technology and Assessment),   Centennial and 
Millennium Middle Schools designed this course to provide additional support and opportunities 
to help students strengthen their Algebra skills and concepts since this is the foundation for high 
school math courses.  Pre-Algebra and Algebra Lab instruction will provide students with prior 
knowledge of essential skills and concepts that will be introduced with expectations of mastery 
in the grade level math class at a later time.  This class is taken in conjunction with the grade 
level math course so that students receive a total of two hours of math instruction daily. 
 
Students selected to participate in the Lab were considered based on their classroom 
performance and district and state (MEAP) assessments.  If any one or a combination of these 
factors indicated a need for support in our rigorous math curriculum, a student was placed in 
the course.   The staff at both CMS and MMS know that the middle level years are the most 
appropriate time to support students in preparation for the high school curriculum.   
 
In the event a parent/guardian chooses to remove their student from the recommended Pre-
Algebra or Algebra Lab class, the waiver below that documents this choice must be signed by 
the parent.   This means that parents/guardians will help to address math achievement needs by 
providing tutoring rather than placement in the Pre-Algebra or Algebra Lab class.  Timely 
documentation of the source and frequency of tutoring sessions will be forwarded to the 
principal at the appropriate building. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
Waiver of Enrollment in the Pre-Algebra or Algebra Lab 
 
I am requesting that my child is not enrolled in the Pre-Algebra or Algebra Lab class.  I also agree 
to seek outside tutoring from a qualified source to address achievement needs, as documented 
by grades or district and/or State assessments as compared to the matrix criteria established for 
entry into the Lab class.  I will inform the school principal regarding the source and frequency of 
this support. 
 
 
__________________________________________         _______________________ 
Parent Signature              Date 
 
 
Arranged Tutoring: 


