
Dear Parents/Guardians: 

 

 For the 2007-2008 school year, your child is enrolled in the optional English 9 Lab.  The 

purpose of this class is for students to independently apply the skills necessary to be stronger 

readers, writers and learners in English 9 and across the curriculum. 

 The grade for the English 9 Lab is tied to their performance in English 9, the class that 

embodies the skills being reinforced by the Lab.  Skyward will reflect the students’ weekly 

performance/progress through the use of symbols.  A + will indicate exceptional performance, 

a  will indicate Lab objectives are being met, and a - indicates a lack of participation, effort 

or performance.  The following guidelines will be applied: 

   

(+ ) Meeting expectations at this time: This may include turning in a revised essay scored 

holistically at a 4 or above (out of 6), daily class work participation demonstrated by a well 

organized accountability notebook, or a developed writer’s notebook.  (Grade for Lab will 

increase up to one full grade from English 9) 
 
If your student’s grade in English 9 is: C 
And they are + in Lab 
They will earn a C+, B- or B in Lab. 

 

 

( ) Completing tasks: This may include turning in a drafted essay scored holistically at a 2 or 3 

with a need to continue revision on a piece, daily class work participation demonstrated by their 

accountability notebook, and some development in a writer’s notebook. (Grade for Lab will be 

the same as grade in English 9) 
 
If your student’s grade in English 9 is: C 
And they are  in Lab 
They will earn a C in Lab. 

 

 

(-) Limited Performance: Student is not completing written exercises or class activities to 

expectations or may not have turned in a revised piece. Students have limited detail in writer’s 

notebook or accountability folder. (Grade for Lab will be up to one grade lower than grade in 

English 9) 
 

If your student’s grade in English 9 is: C 
And they are - in Lab 
They will earn a C-, D+, or D in Lab 

 

The Habits of Mind are encouraged in the classroom for your student to be successful. They will 

be noted on their progress/report cards.  Students who receive a - and do not apply good HOM 

in Lab may have their grade dropped more than one grade difference from the core class.  We 

ask that you partner with us to reinforce these Habits of Mind at home while we emphasize them 

in English Lab and English 9. (see back of document) 


