
SIP Minutes January 30, 2017 

 

Members Present: Jennifer Herbstreit (Principal), Rachel Hanson (Parent/PTO 
President), Tracie Stidham (Teacher), Stefanie Pennington (Teacher), Teandra O’Brien 
(Teacher), Gary Braun (Parent), Lauren Thormeier (Parent/Cheers); Elizabeth Gusick 
(Parent/Cheers); Laurie Adashek (Parent/PTO) 

Absent: Katherine Housman (Specials); Katie Tullio (Parent) 

 

Notes: Gary Braun 

 
 
1. Minutes from December meeting 

- Distributed shortly before the meeting; committee members to review and 
approve over email this week (along with meetings from today). 

 
2. Budget Presentation – General review, with focus on specific areas of overage: 

- Supply & Materials/Technology – Slight overage; Mrs. Herbstreit is working 
with the staff to manage 

- The overage in “New Furniture & Equipment” will be reimbursed by the district 
- The staff is developing a common approach to class supply lists.  Currently 

gathering information from other elementary schools in the district to 
determine best practices, as the supply budget is over $31k per year. Will 
also consider best way to communicate the lists, as well as sending a 
reminder near the end of summer.  

 
3. Sayre Strong Roll out  

- General feedback is positive: kids are talking about it at home, and teachers 
are noticing behavior improvements. Also, the kids are very attentive and 
excited when names are drawn during Friday announcements.  

- First celebration lunch is this Friday.  
- Preparing a t-shirt order over the next couple weeks. For the remainder of this 

year, they will go to monthly winners, but in the Fall all students will receive 
one to kick off the year.  

- The staff committee will continue to meet and revisit the system, especially 
the reward element. 

- Teachers are also looking to build a list of books that teach and encourage 
specific behaviors.  

 
 
 



 
4. Redistricting 

- Sayre is not gaining any subdivisions, but is losing two. Approximately 67 
students will be leaving. Any current Sayre student who wants to stay will need to 
apply via the school of choice process. 5th graders will be grandfathered 
automatically, but younger grade levels will be subject to the district-established 
limits.  

- Bartlett and Brummer are both planning to have activities to introduce new 
families.  

 

5. School Issues 
- Painting 

o Mr. Mike has been painting the lower half of the main hallway blue.  
o Various teacher committees have been talking about other colors, and 

have decided to have one color per hallway. 
- Teacher of the Year Nomination 

o Three nominations came in, and Mrs. Herbstreit submitted a final selection 
to the district this week 

 
6. Other 

- 5th grade camp 
o Teachers and Mrs. Herbstreit decided to wait for the committee’s 

recommendations after this spring’s day-camp experiments. There was 
simply too much risk of losing a deposit if we put one down for overnight 
camp in the fall of 2017.  

o Fundraising opportunities organized by PTO will continue.  
- A student requested nets for the basketball hoops on the playground. Mrs. 

Herbstreit will have that done. 
- A 5th-grade student wrote a very good letter on why kids should be allowed to 

wear hats to school. The staff is considering having an honorary hat day and 
doing a cultures of thinking exercise around it.  

 
 
 


