
Kent Lake Elementary 
SIP Minutes 

January 12, 2015 
 

I. Members present:  Emily Anderson-Parent, Gina Breslin-Teacher, Jackie Convery-Teacher, Tami Cusumano-
Parent, Kim Dancer-Principal, Carrie Madeja-Teacher, Kari Meyers-Parent, Courtney Rabassa-Teacher, Ann 
Randolph-Guest 

II. Diversity Appreciation Month:  February will be a time to celebrate our diversity across SLCS.  Ms. 
Randolph, a member of the staff Diversity Appreciation Committee, shared the schoolwide learning 
experiences planned throughout the month.  These experiences include a Claim/Support thinking 
routine and making a commitment to accepting differences.  The teachers on the SIP team shared that 
there will be in class grade level experiences throughout the month to teach students that our 
differences enrich our lives and our community.  Each grade level will read aloud and dialogue about 
three different books.  Grade level books were shared with the SIP team.     

III. School Improvement:   
a. Cultures of Thinking:  Mrs. Rabassa shared a Claim/Support thinking routine that she co-

facilitated in a fourth grade math classroom.  The thinking routine was used to introduce 
strategies to multiply. Mrs. Breslin explained how she has utilized the Claim/Support thinking 
routine to reinforce reading strategies.  Mrs. Madeja shared how her fifth graders represented the 
assigned colonial region using the Color, Symbol, Image thinking routine.    

b. STAR Leader Notebooks:  Mrs. Breslin displayed a Kindergarten STAR Leader Notebook and 
explained how the teachers are using the notebooks to help the students track their progress and 
promote a growth mindset.   

IV.   MLK Day:  The teachers on the SIP team shared the learning experiences their grade levels will provide for the 
students on MLK Day.  In South Lyon, students go to school that holiday to honor MLK’s work and his belief 
in equal rights, and education, for all. 

V.  Other:   Mrs. Meyers provided an update on first grade SPARK.   SPARK is a volunteer program based 
upon the research of Dr. Ratey.  In his book Spark, Dr. Ratey presents an understanding of 
neurobiology with worldwide research to inspire readers to embrace exercise as a means to achieve 
optimal brain performance.  Dr. Ratey explains the science of how exercise cues the building blocks of 
learning in the brain and details the connection between exercise and increased student achievement.  
Three days per week, all first graders start their morning with physical activity.  It is our goal to 
stimulate the students’ brain function and create the physiological conditions for them to be ready to 
learn when they return to their classroom.   
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The Shared Involvement Team would like to provide parents and staff the opportunity to share questions, comments, or concerns 
about the information presented in the minutes above.  Feel free to contact your parent/teacher representatives or use the tear off 
sheet below and return it to the office.  Please be sure to specify the item from the minutes and sign your name. 
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