
    

Novel Evaluation Instrument 
 

Teacher Reviewer(s) Name(s):_____________________________________________ 
 
 

Part 1:  General Information for Novel Being Evaluated 
 

Title: Copyright date: 

Author(s): Cost: 

Publisher(s): Subject/Grade level: 

 
 

Directions: 
 
This checklist is designed to help you evaluate the appropriateness and readability of the novel you are evaluating 
for adoption.  Your goal is to analyze the novel for various components.  Please mark the statements below using 
the following rating system: 
 
C/U = Classic/Universal     C = Contemporary     MC = Multi-Cultural     NS = Non-Specific 
 

 
Part 2: Organization/Format 

 

Overall Structure 
Organizational 

Features 

C/U 
 

Classic/ 
Universal 

C 
 

Contemp
-orary 

MC 
 

Multi- 
Cultural 

NS 
 

Non- 
Specific 

Reference 
Page 

Numbers 

 
 

Description 

Main Theme       

Other Themes       

Main Characters       

Main Plot       

Sub Plots       

Describe the setting of the novel       
Describe the style of the novel       
Describe the author’s use of 
language in the novel (figurative 
language, imagery, historical 
references, etc.) 

      

Reading level is at age/grade 
level 

      

Size and format of print is 
appropriate. 

      

Balance of the novel when used 
with other literature in this 
course, provides a balance of 
roles played by  
individuals representing both 
genders, various cultures, races 
and persons of special needs. 

      

Notes/Comments: 

 



    

South Lyon Community Schools 
Novel Evaluation Form 

 
 
 

 

 
 Scoring Scale: 
 

1  2  3  4  
 not acceptable  somewhat 

acceptable 
 acceptable  preferential 

 
 
 
Average score must be 3 or higher for novel selection 
 

   
Title 

 

 Author 

Edition/Copyright 

 

 Evaluator’s Name 

Position   

Content Rating 
 
1. Aligned to District, State and MEAP/MERIT Standards and Curriculum Expectations. 

 
 
 

 
2. Content is sensitive to multi-ethnic, multi-cultural and gender considerations. 

(Individuals representing gender, various cultures, races and persons of special 
needs can use the novel without feeling excluded, estranged or diminished.) 

 

 
3. Age appropriate content with sensitivity to community values and expectations, e.g. 

references to sex, violence, drug use, harassment/bullying behavior, etc. 

 
 
 

 
4. Based on numbers 1-3, the novel is appropriate for the age level student? 
 
 
 

 
YES 
 
NO 


	Teacher Reviewers Names: 
	Title: 
	Copyright date: 
	Authors: 
	Cost: 
	Publishers: 
	SubjectGrade level: 
	CU Classic UniversalMain Theme: 
	C Contemp oraryMain Theme: 
	MC Multi CulturalMain Theme: 
	NS Non SpecificMain Theme: 
	Reference Page NumbersMain Theme: 
	DescriptionMain Theme: 
	CU Classic UniversalOther Themes: 
	C Contemp oraryOther Themes: 
	MC Multi CulturalOther Themes: 
	NS Non SpecificOther Themes: 
	Reference Page NumbersOther Themes: 
	DescriptionOther Themes: 
	CU Classic UniversalMain Characters: 
	C Contemp oraryMain Characters: 
	MC Multi CulturalMain Characters: 
	NS Non SpecificMain Characters: 
	Reference Page NumbersMain Characters: 
	DescriptionMain Characters: 
	CU Classic UniversalMain Plot: 
	C Contemp oraryMain Plot: 
	MC Multi CulturalMain Plot: 
	NS Non SpecificMain Plot: 
	Reference Page NumbersMain Plot: 
	DescriptionMain Plot: 
	CU Classic UniversalSub Plots: 
	C Contemp orarySub Plots: 
	MC Multi CulturalSub Plots: 
	NS Non SpecificSub Plots: 
	Reference Page NumbersSub Plots: 
	DescriptionSub Plots: 
	CU Classic UniversalDescribe the setting of the novel: 
	C Contemp oraryDescribe the setting of the novel: 
	MC Multi CulturalDescribe the setting of the novel: 
	NS Non SpecificDescribe the setting of the novel: 
	Reference Page NumbersDescribe the setting of the novel: 
	DescriptionDescribe the setting of the novel: 
	CU Classic UniversalDescribe the style of the novel: 
	C Contemp oraryDescribe the style of the novel: 
	MC Multi CulturalDescribe the style of the novel: 
	NS Non SpecificDescribe the style of the novel: 
	Reference Page NumbersDescribe the style of the novel: 
	DescriptionDescribe the style of the novel: 
	language in the novel figurative: 
	DescriptionDescribe the authors use of language in the novel figurative language imagery historical references etc: 
	CU Classic UniversalReading level is at agegrade level: 
	C Contemp oraryReading level is at agegrade level: 
	MC Multi CulturalReading level is at agegrade level: 
	NS Non SpecificReading level is at agegrade level: 
	Reference Page NumbersReading level is at agegrade level: 
	DescriptionReading level is at agegrade level: 
	CU Classic UniversalSize and format of print is appropriate: 
	C Contemp orarySize and format of print is appropriate: 
	MC Multi CulturalSize and format of print is appropriate: 
	NS Non SpecificSize and format of print is appropriate: 
	Reference Page NumbersSize and format of print is appropriate: 
	DescriptionSize and format of print is appropriate: 
	Balance of the novel when used: 
	DescriptionBalance of the novel when used with other literature in this course provides a balance of roles played by individuals representing both genders various cultures races and persons of special needs: 
	NotesComments: 
	Title_2: 
	Author: 
	EditionCopyright: 
	Evaluators Name: 
	Position: 
	Content: 
	Rating1 Aligned to District State and MEAPMERIT Standards and Curriculum Expectations: 
	Rating2 Content is sensitive to multiethnic multicultural and gender considerations Individuals representing gender various cultures races and persons of special needs can use the novel without feeling excluded estranged or diminished: 
	Rating3 Age appropriate content with sensitivity to community values and expectations eg references to sex violence drug use harassmentbullying behavior etc: 
	4 Based on numbers 13 the novel is appropriate for the age level student: 
	YES NO: 
	not acceptable: 
	somewhat: 
	acceptable: 
	preferential: 


