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From Mr. Metcal f esf |

Habits of Mind for the New Year

Welcome Back! | hope everyone is refreshed after the long break. As 2012 beginf
please take a moment to think about how we can help the kids in our lives be sucfessf

When | am approached by families witf I
school | have a one quick, yet vital response: teach your child to use the Habits gt Min
When children use the Habits of Mind they learn what to do when they are faced :Ith P2
challenge. Rather than give up or attack a task in gonosuctive manner, students wjio
demonstrate an understanding of the Habits of Mind work through challenges anc .are
successful. :

South Lyon has implemented the teaching of the Habits of Mind for nearly 10 yea
grade k12. Teachers use it in their classrooms and have it in their newsletters so i
families understand what is learned. Habits of Mind are so important that they ha e a
whole section in the center of the elementary report card. As encouraged in a notg§ sen
home earlier this year, please take the time to know the Habits of Mind and use t em

when working with your child at home.

Remember, these habits are not only used in a school setting. These are strategi' an
dispositions that successful adults use as well. Think about how important it is for
mechanic to use his or her prior knowledge; a baker to strive for accuracy; a fire fig
to show persistence; a surgeon to take a responsible risk; an engineer to think flg
police officers to manage impulsivity; someone who is unemployed to be persiste

great way for you to know the Habits of Mind and have your family practlce them. :
Below is a website with more information. If you have any questions, please contpt m
www.instituteforhabitsofmind .com( cl i ck on the A16 Hali:t
the rights hand side for explanations and quotes) .

Important Phone Numbers
Sal emd s i B {573c 850

Attendance Line i 248-573- 8425
Faxii 248 - 573 - 8440
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\'i 7 Returnable Bottle and Can Fundraise

There will be a returnable bottle and can drive

to benefit our 5th graders that will be attend-
Ing 5th grade camp this spring . Please bring any re
turnable bottles and cans to the big parking lot on the
north side of the building on Friday, January 20th frol
8:309:15 AM. We will also gladly accept anys

bottle return slips as well. Our 5th grade fa© (=
lies thank you for your support!!

Health Notes !

« The number one way to ward off illness is through [ fgix > I
proper hand washing. Please teach your child a3/~ -

priate hand washing techniques to decrease your . l

chil dbébs exposure to gers. |

+ With the cold weather, please remind your children about appro-
priate dress for these cold temperatures. We expect that childrei]
wear the outdoor clothing that is sent with them during recess.

+ Please remember the school guidelines for ilinesses. Students rlay
not return to school unless your child has been: I

= Fever free for at least 24 hours without medication
= Vomit and/or diarrhea free for 24 hours

+ We have had a few cases of lice this school year. With the winter
months please discuss with your children the importance of kee||-
ing their own clothing to themselves. Additionally, please be on
the lookout for excessive itching and redness on the scalp. !

]

\_______________'
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FE BRUARY
T Bl
i, Monthly School Calenda
== Sal em6s monthly cal
line! You will find it on the South Lyon
Communi ty Sitelatova.gics.uswkhén g
to o0School so, oOEl ementary (
El-e-ment aryo - t-hen - click - 0n 0 I

sending home a paper copy of the monthly calendars

Follow Salem on Twitter!!

Families are now able to follow us on Twitter.

@SLCSSalem

P 00 0000000000000 0000 0 0000000000000 0060000000 0000000060000

Don’t
FORGET!

Ao Reminders for Salem Families

"+ School starts at 8:57. Please do not drop your child off any earlier

8:45. This is for safety reasons.
«+ If your child is absent, please exercise courtesy by calling the attendance line 48
5738425. While we know that families are busy, it helps us out here tremendo if
you leave a message on the attendance line.
+ If you do enter the building at times other than drop off or pick up, please stop e

office first.
If you need to speak with a teacher, please contact him or her to schedule an in
ment. While | know there are extenuating circumstances requiring impromptu t-

ings, frequent unscheduled meetings in the morning can keep teachers
from utilizing valuable planning time.

+ Please be sure to follow the parking lot guidelines sent home last
week.

00 000000000000 06006060600 00
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The mission of the Salem Elementary School Community is to provide a high quality education so that all children can reach

their potential and become successful, responsible members of society.

Salemdbs NCA School I mprovement Goal s

Goal I All students will improve their math problesolving skills across the curriculum.
Essence 1) Identifying and applying pertinent data from text; 2) Interpreting graphs

Goal 2 All students will improve their writing skills across the curriculum
Essence 1) Providing supporting details/data; 2) Improving the use of voice

Goal 3 All students will improve their reading comprehension across the curriculum
Essence 1) Synthesizing information from text.

DRAFT SIP Meeting Minutes
(Pending approval at next SIP Meeting)

December 8, 2011

In Attendance Ray Metcalf (Principal), Linda Hass (Teacher Rep.), Amy Hartman (Parent), Margaret Fleming (parent), Elaine
Braun (Community Member) Linda Hamilton(Community Member)

Ray Metcalf called the meeting to order at 7:45 a.m.

Minutes
[ )

General Announcements

¢ Mr. Metcalf addressed the newly structured SIP. A few parents needed to be removed from SIP in order to follow
district guidelines in regard to number of SIP members and which school community groups were represented.

Upcoming Events.
¢ Dentists- R-Us- Mr. Metcalf indicated that 14 students will be participating in this travelling dentist program.
0  Santa ShopThe Salem PTO will be running its annual fundraiser during the weeks of Dece'frdoed 52",

0 5" grade and Kindergarten concevtr. Metcalf shared that the two grades will be performing kadkack on
December 1% and that Mrs. Sherman has worked with a former student who is an aspiring video editor to add an
audiovisual element to the"5grade portion.

School Improvement/NCA

O Cultures of ThinkingMr. Metcalf shared the progress of this initiative. It was discussed how staff members will
be using the thinking routines in their classrooms as a way to foster deeper discussion and thought about content
learned. Additionally, it was requested that SIP members encourage others to engage in the thinking strategy aval
able in the hallway for families.

¢ School improvement Plamr. Metcalf shared that he attended the first school improvement work session at

SLEHS. He will be working on this over the break. He will involve staff in its development in order to meet the
recommended actions from the QAR last spring.

Title I/Parental Involvement

¢ Mr. Metcalf shared that Mrs. Courtney Rabassa was hired as the new Title | intervention teacher and will working
with 4" graders and kindergarten students at Salem for three days per week and one day at Dolsen.

SALEM SCOOP
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e Budget Update
¢ Recent budget transactions were reviewed.
¢ Mr. Metcalf shared the effects on the budget as a result of the decline in enroliment.

¢ Mr. Metcalf shared the carryover dollars and possible ways to utilize these funds. This will be discussed further at
upcoming meetings.

¢ New Business

¢ The SIP did a compiling of words and ideas that wol
was shared that the school s NCA steering committ ec
ment which would then be drafted and brought to the SIP for revision and approval as needed.

¢ Mr. Metcalf shared some concerns about parking lot traffic in the mornings. He solicited some ideas from the SIP
to rectify the traffic situation. It was recommended that Mr. Metcalf share a diagram and an explanation of proce-
dures in the next edition of the Salem Scoop.

NEXT MEETING: January 19, 2011

(Tear off)

The Shared Involvement Team would like to provide parents the opportunity to share questions, comments or concerns about the
information presented in the minutes aboteel free to write down your statements below and drop them off at the officaibr em
the following SIP representatives.

F________________

Hiring Substitute Employees

/J

Looking for some extra cash but not interested in a full -time job? Then you should consider becoming a substitute employee
in the South Lyon Community Schools. The nice thing about subbing is it lets you determine how much or how little you
would like to work. We are always looking for substitutes in most of our schools and departments.

Two of the substitute positions have requirements that must be met. They are:

Guest teachers: We hire our guest teachers through Professional Contract Management Inc. (PCMI). Guest teachers
make $79.00 per day. Interested? Call 24&73-8140. Currently we are only accepting guest teacher applicants who are
certified or who are education students.

7~

Substitute bus drivers : A substitute driver must possess or obtain
training, which we provide. Sub drivers start at $12.00 per hour. Interested? Call 248-573-8900.

Other substitute positions do not have specific educational or licensing requirements, although some on -the-job training will
be provided.

Substitutes are needed for the following positions

Custodians (Call 248-573-8920)

Food service workers (Call 248573-8925)

Special Education Paraeducators (Call 248573-8220)
Transportation Paraeducators (Call 248-573-8900)
Caregivers (Call 248573-8330)

[72)
—

I f youdre interested, or know someone who might be inter
listed above.

\_____—____

/
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