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NOTES FROM THE PRINCIPAL Mr. Chad E. Scaling 

We have completed the first card marking period and are in the middle of the second card 
marking period of the 2013-2014 school year.  Our fall sports seasons have almost all 
concluded, as well as our first band and choir concerts. Our first drama production of the year is 
just a few weeks away as well.  Our winter sports season is beginning soon and our student 
groups, clubs and activities are working tirelessly to support and represent South Lyon High 
School.  We are fortunate to have such an active student body and supportive parents and 
families! 
As you know, South Lyon Community Schools has gone “green”, meaning we do not send out 
mass mailings of information any longer.  Included in this are report cards.  Marking period 
grades are posted in Skyward.  You can get a copy of the first marking period report card at 
Parent/Teacher Conferences, scheduled for Thursday, November 7, from 2:30-9:00. As always, 
we do send home semester report cards at the end of January and in June.  We are using a 
function in our Skyward system, called Skylert, to communicate via email, any news and 
information about the school. 
In order for Skylert to be as effective as possible, we ask you to review and update your contact 
information and notification preferences in your Skyward Family Access account. We highly 
recommend updating your information, as we will be relaying important school and district 
updates during the school year. To make changes to your Skylert preferences, log in 
to Skyward Family Access (If you do not know your family access login and password, 
please contact the high school office).  Once logged-in, click on Skylert on the General 
Information menu on the left navigation bar. Your Skylert settings will display. If you desire to 
make changes, click on Edit on the right of the screen. Please contact your child’s school 
office staff if you have questions regarding changes to your Skylert account. 
 
New this year for all high school students at SLHS are gmail accounts for every student.  Gmail 
user names and passwords for secondary students are now available in Skyward Family 
Access.  Login to Skyward, then choose "Report Directory", and then "Gmail for Family Access" 
to retrieve your student's South Lyon Community Schools Gmail login and password.  If you 
have any problems, or your child has changed his/her password, and you are unable to access 
his/her Gmail account, please contact the high school office. 
 
We continue to communicate information about South Lyon High School in many different 
ways.  Our website contains important information about the high school.  At the website, http://
www.slcs.us/schools/south_lyon_high_school/, you will find our calendar which is updated 
regularly with high school events.  Athletic schedules can be found by visiting the Athletics link 
from the high school website.  Also, we are on twitter and facebook and you can find those 
links on our webpage to “follow” us to receive important updates and reminders. 

Please continue to communicate with your student’s teachers regarding their academic 
progress.  You can also log in to Skyward regularly to get academic and attendance 
information.  We have academic support opportunities that are available, in addition to 
assistance from your student’s teachers.  Please contact our student services office for more 
information. 
 
We are looking forward to an exciting and fun winter season! 

http://www.slcs.us/schools/south_lyon_high_school/
http://www.slcs.us/schools/south_lyon_high_school/
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STAFF NEWS 

 Lynn Hensley, Chemistry teacher, spent a week at an Ad-

vanced Placement Summer Institute going over the changes 
the College Board made for AP Chemistry. 

 Mr. Simovski also attended another conference in Chicago sponsored by the National Endowment 
for the Humanities (NEH) covering the influence of architecture after the great Chicago fire of 1871 
and how it fit within industrialization. Several historical buildings like the Chicago Board of Trade 
were examined as well as visiting the offices of Goettsch Partners- the firm that built the Burj Kha-
lifa which is the tallest building in the world in Dubai.  

 Mr. Simovski also attended a Vietnam Era workshop at Ohio State 
this past July with teachers from across the country sponsored by 
the Gilder Lehrmen Institute- the preeminent historical society in 
the United States. The highlight of the conference was visiting 
Kent State University where four students were shot protesting the 
Vietnam War in 1970 and inspired the Crosby, Stills, Nash and 
Young song "Ohio."  

 

What I Learned in Summer School by Ellen Brengle 

 I decided that I should have more experience teaching in an ESL 

classroom (since my SLHS group of five students last year – eight 

this year – is the only real classroom setting I work in). So, I 

taught ESL summer school for Walled Lake from June 24 – July 

23 and was blessed with an experience far more instructive and 

rewarding than expected – a classroom full of ESL Kindergarten 

students! Although my ESL endorsement is K-12, most of my 

background is secondary or post- secondary, so this was indeed 

invaluable hands-on training. After that month, I can now say that 

I am able to cut, paste, tape, color, paint, sing, dance, play out-

side, chant, imagine, pretend, and snack while teaching English to 

young speakers of many other languages. The reading and writing 

was the easy part! 

 MITESOL Conference—As the secretary for my professional or-

ganization in Michigan, known as MITESOL (Michigan Teachers of English to Speakers of other 

Languages), I’ve enjoyed the opportunity to help again this year with the organization and execu-

tion of our annual two-day fall conference, held in early October, this year at Michigan State Univer-

sity. Our timely theme was “Realizing Transitions: Common Core, College, Career”, which had a 

strong appeal for K-12 ESL teachers, as well as for university professors of future ESL teachers. 

Michigan’s new WIDA standards and assessments for ESL teachers, which come to us already 

aligned with the Common Core, were integrated into many of the presentations and workshops. 

While receiving a good foundation in these new standards, most of us came away realizing that 

there is still much learning which needs to happen in order to fully implement the new standards 

into our classrooms.  We were very fortunate to have truly engaging keynote speakers: Dr. Randi 

Reppen from Northern Arizona University – “It’s Elementary: A Look at Academic Language from 

Elementary School to University”’ and Dr. Catherine Reischl from University of Michigan – “Getting 

Reinvigorated: Using Curricular Changes to Renew Your Teaching Practice” Both speakers were 

inspiring! 

We are saying goodbye to our 

four butterflies which we watched 

grow out of the chrysalis.  
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On November, 5, 2013, South Lyon Community Schools 

will have a question on the ballot regarding Non-

Homestead Millage. Below are the answers to frequently 

asked questions.  

I’m a homeowner, does this millage impact 
me?  
No. This is not a tax that is paid by homeowners.  

Who pays this millage?  
This millage is paid by non-homestead property 

owners. Non-homesteads include industrial, 

commercial and some agricultural property and 

“second homes.” It does not include a family’s 

primary residence.  

What is this millage for?  
This millage is part of the Proposal A funding for 

schools. The State of Michigan requires districts to 

levy this millage in order to receive the full funding 

per student. .  

Is this a new tax?  
No. This is a renewal of an existing tax.  

Why a 10 year millage?  
The Non-Homestead millage approved by voters in 

1995 and 2004 were each for a ten year period. We 

would like to follow the same pattern and avoid 

additional elections and their related costs.  

I have a business in the community, how 
will this impact me?  
The 18 mills which will be levied are the same as 

for your current taxes. The only increase in taxes in 

the future would be related to taxable value 

increases, which are limited under Proposal A.  

I thought schools no longer received 
funding through property taxes, so why are 
you talking about a millage election?  
Funding for school districts changed significantly 

in 1994 when Proposal A was passed by the 

Michigan voters. Under Proposal A, the state pays 

the majority of the cost, but to receive full funding, 

the State requires that schools must levy 18 mills 

on non-homestead property in their district.  

Why ask for 19.972 mills when you can 
only levy 18 mills?  
Originally, voters approved a total of 20 mills in 

2004 for Non-Homestead taxes. This amount has 

been reduced to 19.972 mills due to Headlee 

Rollbacks. By asking for 19.972 total mills (which 

is the current allowable mills), it allows the district 

to use some of the 1.972 extra mills to offset future 

Headlee Rollbacks. If the voters only approved 18 

mills, then any Headlee Rollbacks would result in 

the district dropping below 18 mills and losing the 

associated funding, which the state will not make 

up.  

Will you ever levy more than the 18 mills?  
No. We cannot by law levy more than 18 mills.  

Has the District always levied 18 mills?  
Yes, we have levied 18 mills each year since 1995.  

Why are we voting this November, if the 

millage doesn’t need to be renewed until 

June of 2015?  

Two reasons. First, by having the election in 

November, we are saving taxpayer dollars since 

there is already a scheduled municipal election. 

Second, due to election law, this millage must be 

approved by the voters prior to June of 2014 in 

order to call this millage a renewal. In other words, 

if we had to place this on an election after June of 

2014, it would be categorized as a millage increase, 

even though the millage amount would not have 

changed. This is because the previous millage 

would have technically expired with the summer 

2014 tax bill.  

What if the millage is voted down?  

The revenue generated from the 18 mills totals over 

$7.5 million annually, greater than 11% of the 

school district’s budget. If this millage does not 

pass, the State WILL NOT replace the funding.  

By law, to obtain the Total Foundation Allowance, 

South Lyon Community Schools must collect a 

local “non-homestead” millage for this portion of 

its budget. The State reduces its obligation to 

districts by this amount and only pays the balance.  

The Election for the non-homestead 
property tax is:   

November 5, 2013.  
 
QUESTIONS?? Please contact us!  
James Graham, Assistant Superintendent for 

Business and Finance  

South Lyon Community Schools  

248.573.8125  grahamj@slcs.us  
 

South Lyon Community Schools 
Election Information-November 5, 2013  
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The 5th annual Red Out was a complete success! The annual tradition at 
South Lyon High School was started by Coach Mark Thomas in memory of his 
wife, Donna Thomas.  SLHS initiated the event with the American Heart 
Association which now has participation from high schools across the country.  
The National Honor Society played a major role in fundraising for the event. Red 
Out t-shirts were sold at registration and during lunches.  Heart tattoos were also 
sold on the day of the game.  This year anyone who donated $1.00 were entered 
in a drawing for an autographed LIONS football or an autographed U of M football; a $5.00 
donation was 5 entries plus a Red Out bracelet or red rubber duck keychain.  During the game 
NHS members passed around milk jugs for donations.   In total, NHS students raised $6,733 for 
the American Heart Association. T-shirt sales made up a large percentage of this figure. 
 
One highlight of the day was the Red Out assembly. Any student who wore a Red Out shirt (or 
red) to school on Friday, September 13, was allowed to take part.  Approximately 1300 students 
came gathered on the football field near the end of the school day to make a giant heart and the 
letters S L.  Freshmen and sophomores filled in the heart, seniors outlined the S and juniors 
outlined the L. The high school students came together and worked well with each other to make 
it happen! The representative from the American Heart Association, Cindy DeWolf, who works 
with many schools thought the behavior and cooperation of our students was amazing.  This 
support continued well into the night with the 
football game, with students pouring into the 
stands and sidelines. It was a great day for 
SLHS and its staff and students and we are 
looking forward to the Red Out game against 
SL East  next year! 

Red Out: 
The PRIDE program celebrated their third annual Red Out Tailgate. There was a large turnout from 
freshmen students, PRIDE members and staff. Good spirit seemed contagious as students stuck 
around to play yard games like five hundred, catch with the football and ladder ball.  It was an event 
that allowed the freshmen to spend time with their mentors, as well as come out and support the 
football team and other groups like the cheerleaders and the marching band at the game.  PRIDE 
mentors gave their freshmen their first tour of the student section that night. 
 
Orientation: 
Freshmen orientation had a record number of students who 
attended.  Freshmen students were paired with Junior and Senior 
student mentors in the day-long event. The freshmen were able to 
learn their way around the school and have their first official lunch 
in the commons. The students and parents have been providing a 
lot of positive feedback, which was evident the first weeks of school 
as freshmen seemed confident in their new school.  PRIDE 
continues with the same orientation groups in events and academic 
follow ups between mentors and freshmen all year.  
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Senior Court—Boys 
Shane Decker 

S. Kellen Michael 
Zac Sadler 

Will Sanders 
Jake Wyngard 

 
Senior Court—Girls 

Gabbi O’Connell 
Maddie Pasini 
Kara Quinlan 

Melanie Sprinkle 
Kym Wysocki 

Junior Court 
Gabe Martinez 

Carli Fernandez 
 

Sophomores Court 
Brennan McMann 

Paige Davidson 
 

Freshmen Court 
Brendan George 

Star Bryan 

Homecoming was a great success this year.  The 

theme was El Dorado:  City of Gold.  We started off 

our week with some great spirit days as well as 

lunch activities.  Students wore pj's, neon, tie dye, 

class color and blue and gold.  They competed in 

relay races, slurpy chugs and pie eating.  Our lion 

football team pulled off a huge win Friday night and 

we saw the crowning of our new king and 

queen:  Will Sanders and Melanie Sprinkle.  We 

celebrated Saturday at a very crowded, but fun 

homecoming dance.  Overall, the week was highly 

energized and spirit filled.  

Student council students attended the KLAA Halloween Dance at Salem High School in Canton.  
They enjoyed an evening of dancing, eating, meeting new friends, and great fun.  They were 
expected to come dressed as a theme and decided on coming dressed as public services 
professionals. 
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Ceramics I student, Robin Renaud shows off her pinch pot animal of Minnie Mouse.  

She did a great job of getting all the features right and forming it to standard rubrics. 

 

Carter Drazga slips into the still life set up of skulls and 

skeletons  in the Fundamentals of Art I class.  Students are 

studying the human form in preparation for self 

portraits. 

 

Students in the Fundaments class enjoy creating three dimensional 

perspective.  They worked hard to make some amazing structures. 

Jessica Fredricks is a senior and an Advanced Ceramics student 
carves three dimensional bookends with impressive skill. She created 
King Kong and Tyrannosaurus Rex.  She did some research on 
powerful figures and was able to create solid forms in clay and then 
hollow out the forms to aid in firing. 

 
Contingency Plans — Occasionally, school 
systems have to send students home early due 
to weather conditions, power outages, boiler 
failure and so on. Although we try to avoid 
sending students home early, there have been 
times in the past and there will, no doubt, be 
times in the future when this action is necessary.  

 
Please discuss this possibility with your children, 
and devise a plan for them to follow. Your plan 
might involve going straight home and calling a 
parent at work. It might involve going to the 
neighbor’s home, if the neighbor agrees. It might 
involve a high school child staying at home with 
the younger children. Whatever plan is decided 
upon, make sure your children know it and follow 
it, for their safety and your peace of mind. 

Whenever possible, students at the elementary 
level will not be released unless a contact has 
been made with a parent, guardian, or other 
individual listed on their emergency card.  
Please continue to keep emergency contact 
information up to date for all students regardless 
of their ages.  

VIDEO SURVEILLANCE 
AND ELECTRONIC 
MONITORING 
    

In order to protect Board 
property, promote security 
and protect the health, welfare 
and safety of students, staff 
and visitors, the Board of 
Education authorizes the use 
of video surveillance and electronic monitoring 
equipment on school property, and in school 
buildings and school buses.  Information 
obtained through video surveillance/electronic 
monitoring may be used to identify intruders 
and persons breaking the law, Board policy, or 
the Student Code of Conduct (i.e., it may be 
used as evidence in disciplinary actions and 
criminal proceedings). 
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GOOD NEWS FOR FALL SPORTS TEAMS 

 Girls Golf—The team had a very successful season finishing 4th place in the state.  Caroline Harding, 

11th grader, finished in 8th place overall. 

 Football—The football team will begin post-season playoffs this Friday, November 1st against Pinckney at  

7:00 pm in The Jungle.  The overall regular season record was 6-3. 

 Girls Volleyball—They will begin MHSAA districts on Monday, November 4 at Hartland.   The game will be 

at 5:00 pm against Howell. 

 Boys Soccer ended their season as a district semi-finalist. 

 Cross Country—Andrew Thomas qualified for the state meet after finishing in 10th place at the recent 

regional meet. 

 Boys Tennis returned to the program this fall and looks forward to continued growth thanks to renewed 

interest from incoming 9th graders. 

 United Girls Swim and Dive continues their season with the upcoming conference and state meets: 

 Central Division Championship at SL East on Saturday, November 2 

 KLAA Conference Championship at Novi on Friday and Saturday, November 8-9 

 State meet at Oakland University on Friday and Saturday, November 22-23 

 

UPCOMING WINTER SPORTS TEAM INFORMATION 

Winter sports are just around the corner with conditioning for some sports already started. 

 Hockey starts Monday, November 4 

 Girls Basketball, Competitive Cheer and Boys Swim and Dive starts November 11 

 Boys Basketball, Bowling, Ski and Wrestling starts November 18 

Students are required to have a valid physical on file in order to participate.  For additional 

information, please visit the Athletic Department or www.slcs.us./athletics.html 
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Music Department 
 The South Lyon High School Pride of Lions Marching Band opened their competitive season on Saturday, 

September 21st, at Novi High School.  The band performed exceptionally well at this point in the season 

and placed 2nd out of 5 bands with a score of 65.4.  The bands also won the caption award for Best 

General Effect, as well as the David Langham Spirit Award. 

 The SLHS Marching Band is performing their show, “The Divine Comedy,” this season. They have earned 

a first, 2 seconds and a third place at this season’s competitions, as well as taking home the awards for 

Best Music, Best Visual, and Best General Effect.  The Band will now be advancing to State Competition at 

Ford Field on November 2nd. 

 The SLHS Choir had 14 members audition for the Regional Honors Choir.  Eight of them earned spots in 

the Regional Honors Choir and will be auditioning for the State and All-State Honors Choir. 

 The SLHS Choir opened the October 26 Whaler’s Hockey Game by singing the American and Canadian 

National Anthem. 

 The Band and Choir programs both participated in the annual community Pumpkinfest Parade 

 Both the Choir and Band will be joining for a combined Holiday Concert on December 10 at the SLHS 

Auditorium. 

This year’s South Lyon Varsity 

football team continued the 

tradition of reading at the 

Elementary schools. Reading is 

important even for football 

players !    

Go LIONS !!! 

Monopoly – Accounting Style 
SLHS Accounting students experience real-world accounting 

through a game of Monopoly – Accounting Style. Each player 

was responsible for recording transactions and doing all the 

accounting for their Monopoly business. They entered journal 

entries into accounting software, proved cash, and generated 

financial statements. Students used the financial statements to 

determine the winner of their game by comparing the profits. 

Students who successfully proved cash everyday of play were 

also acknowledged for their expertise. At the end of the week students wrote reflective essays about how the 

accounting concepts they learned in class were applied in their Monopoly business simulation.  

Thursday, November 7, 2013 

2:30—9:00 pm 

PARENT/TEACHER CONFERENCES 
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Drama News 

On Monday, October 28, 2013, parents and 
students came out to construct the set for the 
fall play The Servant of Two Masters. Show 
times are November 21-23 at 7:00p.m. and 
November 24 at 2:00p.m. Tickets are on sale 
now for $10 and $12 at the door. Check out 
the website at: slhsdrama.com  

 
South Lyon East High School's Department of Theatre will be 
presenting their fall performance of Steel Magnoli-

as on November 14th, 15th and 16th at 7:00 
p.m. and a matinee November 17th at 2:00 
p.m. Tickets can be purchased in advance at Java House 

Cafe, the South Lyon Center for Active Adults, and online 
atwww.showtix4u.com.  Tickets are also available at the door. 
Tickets are $10 in advance or $12 at the door. Come support 
the cast and crew of South Lyon East High School Drama!  

 
Imagine what it would be like if we all fell into the fun house mirror at the fair…and en-
countered juggling clowns, bumbling fools, magical elixirs, fencing lovers, mistaken identities - 
and an all-girl kazoo band.  Add commedia dell’arte, an Italian Renaissance theatrical form that 
includes stock characters, masks, slapstick comedy and a large helping of improvisation, and 
you have The Servant of Two Masters, South Lyon High School Drama’s fall production.  Join 
us this November for a night of hilarity you’ll never forget! Tickets are $10.00 in advance and 
$12.00 at the door. Tickets can be purchased on-line at:slhsdrama.com, at our school box of-
fice Wednesday from 3:00p.m. to 3:30p.m., at Java House Café or the Senior Center. Show 
dates are November 21-23, 2013 at 7:00 p.m., and Sunday, November 24, 2013,  matinee 
at 2:00p.m.  

http://slhsdrama.com/
http://www.showtix4u.com/
http://slhsdrama.com/


 

  

 

 

Scott Schultz is an Account Executive at Google’s Ann Arbor office where he works with the 
largest sports clients in the United States including the NBA, NFL, NHL, and MLB.  Schultz assists 
with strategic development and campaign management of his client's digital marketing initiatives 
across Search, Display, Mobile, and YouTube.   

Prior to Google, Schultz spent 8 years in intercollegiate athletics, most recently as the Director of 
Marketing at Eastern Michigan University.  He earned a B.A. from Michigan State University in 
general management and a M.A. from the University of Michigan in sports management.  

Academic Awards Banquet 

October 13, 2013 

NHS Induction 
The annual induction ceremony for the National Honor Society 
(NHS) was held on the evening of October 2. This memorable 
event began with a procession of forty four new inductees, led 
into the auditorium by current NHS members. A group of Lyons 
Singers sang a beautiful rendition of the National Anthem to 
start the ceremony. Co advisers Laura Yenglin and Brenda McCloskey presented new officers Zacha-
ry Sadler (President), Madison Pasini (Vice President), Alyssa Toye (Treasurer), Natalie Lamport 
(Secretary) and Meghan Burke (Historian).  President Zac Sadler spoke to the inductees about the 
importance of the volunteer work we do and encouraged them to go beyond the 2700 hours of com-
munity service performed last year.  Keynote speaker Jeff Domagala, a 2007 graduate from South 
Lyon High School, spoke about his passion for leadership and changing the lives of others.  The new 
members were then formally inducted on stage, which included a candle lighting ceremony and recita-

tion of the NHS oath. Existing members welcomed 
new members and their families afterwards with a 
dessert and refreshments reception .  NHS is looking 
forward to another great year of building leaders and 
serving the community, both in and outside of SLHS. 
 
  

 
NHS Officers 

Alyssa Toye, Natalie Lamport, Zac Sadler,  
Maddie Pasini, Meghan Burke 

The 21st Annual Academics Awards was held 
on Sunday, October 13.  Approximately 300 
students received this prestigious award.  The 
criteria for the Academic Award is that a 
student must earn a minimum of a 3.5 GPA for 
both semesters for the  previous school year 
and be enrolled in a minimum of six  classes   
Several students also invited a “special” staff 
member to the event that has influenced their 
education.  Scott Schultz was the guest 
speaker and his biography is below. 
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 SOUTH LYON HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR  

    November 5 Curriculum Day; No School for Students 

 November 7 Parent/Teacher Conferences; 2:30-9:00 pm 

 November 21-24 Play Performance, Fri-Sat at 7:00 pm ; Sunday at 2:00 pm 

 November 22 End of 2nd Card Marking Period 

 November 27-29 Thanksgiving Break 

 December 5 Financial Aid Night for Senior Parents, 7:00 pm at SL East 

 December 10 Band/Choir Concert, 7:00 pm 

 December 23—January 5 Winter Break 

 January 6 School Resumes 

 January 15 Future Senior Parents Night for Junior parents/students,  

  7:00 pm 

 January 21-23 Final Exams—1/2 day schedule—am only 

 January 24 No School - Teacher Work Day 

 February 7 Variety Show, 7:00 pm 

 February 17-21 Mid-Winter Break 

 February 27 Choir Concert, 7:00 pm 

 March 4-6 11th grade MME testing each day.   

  No school for 9th, 10th, 12th grades on  March 5-7.    

  1/2 day schedule for all students  

 March 12 No School - Curriculum Day 

 April 7-11 Spring Break—No School 

 April 18 Good Friday, No School 

 May 2 End of 5th Card Marking Period 

 May 2 Prom, Crystal Gardens; 6:30-11:00 pm 

 May 26 Memorial Day Recess - No School 

 May 28 Choir Concert, 7:00 pm 

 May 28 Underclass Honors Program 

 June 7 Graduation - EMU Convocation Center 

 June  10-12 Final Exams—1/2 day schedule - AM only 

 June 12 Last Day of School  
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Student Google Accounts 

Beginning with the 2013-14 school year, South Lyon Community Schools is providing a Google account to all 
students in grades 6 through 12 to aid in their studies.  Here are some things you should know: 

 This Google account is covered by the Acceptable Use Policy for Technology that each student and their 

parent/guardian sign at the beginning of the school year. 

 The user name and password for each account is the same as the Novell user name and password currently 

used by middle school and high school students.  If you are a sixth grader, or new to the district, you will 

receive this information at your building during the first few days of school. 
 This account provides each student with access to a Google Drive for storing electronic documents for 

school. 

 Students can also share word processing and spreadsheet documents with other students and teachers, 

providing a powerful source of student learning collaboration. 

 Each student will also have a school-based email account that is part of a closed system:  From this account, 

students can only send and receive email from staff or other students enrolled in South Lyon Community 

Schools.  Any questionable emails should be reported to the school principal immediately. 

 Student Google accounts are accessible from any location with internet access, whether at school, home or 

mobile devices.  They are subject to the South Lyon Community Schools internet filtering software.   

 Students may access their Gmail accounts from the URL: https://mail.google.com/a/slyon.us   
 From here just enter the account user id and password. They may also access their account from  

www.gmail.com  but they must use their entire user id (example:student@slyon.us) and their 

password. Parents who have questions about this Google account should contact the school office. 

Key Club 
At South Lyon High School, our Key Club works hard to be the frontrunners of servitude by setting a 
standard for service and humanitarianism through leadership projects. We challenge ourselves on a constant 
basis with bigger and more influential service projects. 

During September and October, we began our year service work immediately. During September, we had 

our kick off to the new year of service. To draw in our new inductees, we created a fun 

way to get to know each other. This quick activity involved marshmallows, dry 

noodles, tape and yarn and challenged our members to work as a team to build the 

tallest tower. With lots of teamwork and some good natured competition, our club 

began to function as a unit. 

Our first major service endeavor was tackled working alongside the South Lyon East Key Club and members 

of the South Lyon Kiwanis Club. This serviceable crew worked to clean the 

South Lyon Rail Trail. We were provided gloves and trash bags and quickly set 

to work cleaning trash from the trail. After only a few hours we had made 

tremendous progress and had left the community pathway in tip top shape. This 

was our second annual Rail Trail Cleanup and it was an immense success. 

Our big activity in October was the Spaghetti Dinner Fundraiser. This is the second time we have used this 

method to raise our clubs funds and it has been very successful. Members sell dinner tickets to community 

members and then help serve and clean up the food. This fundraiser raises money for 

our club so we can have means to fund our service projects throughout the year. 

Everyone tends to have a lot of fun bustling around the kitchen at the Kiwanis Hall and 

it is a very rewarding experience getting to know the people in attendance. 

These projects foreshadow the coming acts of service our club will be involved in. This 

year is off to a great start and South Lyon Key Club is ready to lead and devote our time to service. 

https://mail.google.com/a/slcs.us
http://www.gmail.com/
mailto:student@slyon.us
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Counselor’s Corner 

 

News from Student Services… 

Transcripts and Test Scores 
Transcripts:  Seniors may request to have transcripts sent to colleges via Parchment Exchange.  Students 
should visit www.parchment.com, follow the instructions to create an account, and then place an order to 
have transcripts sent.  In most cases, there is no charge for this service.  If you receive notice that there is a 
fee associated with sending transcripts electronically to your selected college, then you may opt to have 
your transcripts mailed from Student Services by choosing this option within the Parchment website or by 
notifying Student Services in person.  Transcript requests are processed within 24 hours. 
 
Test Scores:  We do not have the ability to include test scores with transcripts sent electronically.  If you 
need test scores sent to a college, you can 1) notify Student Services and a copy will be sent by mail to 
your indicated college, or 2) you can have test scores sent directly from www.act.org (ACT) or 
www.collegeboard.com (SAT).  Please be aware that there is a fee with this latter option.  We always in-
clude test scores with transcripts that are sent by mail; however, not all colleges will accept test scores sent 
from SLHS.  For example, Michigan State and the University of Michigan only accept test scores sent di-
rectly from the testing organization. 
 

Graduation Caps/Gowns 
On October 16, 2013 a representative from Graduate Services/Herff Jones met with seniors to present information 

regarding commencements in June 2014.  Each senior received a packet containing instructions for order-
ing caps/gowns, graduation announcements, memorabilia and other gift items.  Extra packets are available 
in the Student Services office. 
 
On Thursday and Friday, Oct. 31

st
 (last names A-L) and Nov. 1

st
 (last names M-Z), Graduate Services 

will be in the SLHS Commons during all lunch periods to collect orders.  This is not the order dead-
line; rather, it is simply a convenient opportunity for your student to turn in their order at the school.  If these 
dates do not work for you, you may also place your order by phone or online with Graduate Services (see 
below).   PLEASE NOTE:  Place your cap/gown order before NOVEMBER 22 , 2013 to avoid late fees.    
 

Graduate Service, Inc. 
P.O. Box 277 
Belleville, MI  48112 
734-699-4757 
www.gradservhj.com 

 

Colleges Visiting SLHS 
Each fall, many colleges visit SLHS to meet with interested students and share information about their school and the 
application process.  These visits are open to both juniors and seniors and have been well-attended this season.  
There are still a few colleges on the schedule (see Upcoming Dates below).  Students are asked to sign up in Student 
Services in advance of the meeting if they are interested in speaking with a college representative.  Most visits take 
place in Student Services. 

 
Testing Out 
Testing out examinations for second semester of the 2013-2014 school year will take place the week of January 20, 2014. Students 
who sign up will be notified of the exact date of their test.  
 
If your student wants to test out, contact Student Services no later than December  6, 2013. No requests will be taken after that 
date. Those students, who sign up to take the testing out course assessment, will receive a course instructional map and any other 
requirements to demonstrate mastery.  

http://www.parchment.com
http://www.act.org
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.gradservhj.com
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ASVAB - The Armed Services Vocational Aptitude Battery (ASVAB) assessment is being offered for Junior and Senior 

students on February 5th in G288. The assessment is given by the military for students who would like a career in the 
armed services.  It is also a great career assessment for students who need some additional career guidance. The 
assessment takes about 3 hours to complete. Students in 11th and 12th grade may sign up in the Student Services office. 
If you have additional questions please contact Mrs. Miloch at milochj@slcs.us or at 248-573-8150 ext 2274. 

Career Development at South Lyon High School 
By: Jane Miloch, Career Development Facilitator 

 

“What do you want to be when you grow up?” As parents we encourage our students to think about what they want 
to do when they graduate from high school. We know that additional training is necessary for nearly every career, but 
which career and where do they go to get the training? 

 

At least once a year, students have the opportunity to explore careers and create a plan for their future success by 
updating their Educational Development Plan (EDP). Using the website www.careercruising.com, they complete career 
assessments, explore post-secondary schools, and set goals for their future. In addition, they can map out their courses 
for graduation. I encourage you to visit the site with your student. 

 

Sometimes students need a little more guidance, so I am available for individual appointments. Often, students have 
an idea of what they want to do after high school, but they are not sure which college major to choose or which 
schools offer programs -   I am happy to help! I am also ready to assist with resumes, job applications or some general 
career information. Students can sign up for appointments in the Student Services office in G wing. 

Upcoming Dates 
Below are upcoming Student Services-related events you may wish to add to your calendar: 
 

Oct. 31st:     Graduate Services at SLHS during lunches to collect senior cap/gown orders 

   (last names A-L);  

Nov. 1st:      Graduate Services at SLHS during lunches to collect senior cap/gown orders  

  (last names M-Z) 

Nov. 4th:     College for Creative Studies visiting SLHS – 8:00am 

Nov. 7th:      Parent/Teacher Conferences– Commons, 2:30-9:00pm 

Nov. 8th:      Ferris State University visiting SLHS – 8:30am 

Nov. 14th:    University of Alabama visiting SLHS – Commons, all lunches 

Nov. 19th:    Fashion Institute of Design & Merchandising visiting SLHS – 11:00am 

Nov. 22nd:   Seniors – Last day to order caps/gowns without late fees 

Dec. 5th:      Financial Aid Night, 7pm @ SL East High School 

Jan. 15th:     Future Senior Parent Night, 7 pm 

mailto:milochj@slcs.us
http://www.careercruising.com
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SIP meetings are typically held on the third Wednesday of the  month.  Here  is a synopsis of the items discussed at the last few SIP meetings. 
Members of the SIP Committee:    
Staff Members: Chad Scaling, Karen Doree, Mitch Rosekrans, , Kristine Andreski, Dave Carravallah, Michele Darket 
Parents: Barb Heininger, Carl Towne 
Students: AJ Blodell, Ethan Covert, Alex Meister, Joe Higgins, Karli Meister, Zack Pirrie, Valeria Ward, Jacob Wyngard, Carlo Zoratti 
 
Mr. Scaling shared the new staff for the 2013-14 school year as follows:  Alicia Colley, Social Studies/Psychology teacher, Sara Myers, co-teacher for 
Math and Science; Madelyn Morris, English teacher; Lindsay Sitarski, Special Education teacher, Brittany Smithkort, English teacher;  and Molly 
Copple, long-term guest teacher for Lindsay LaRocca.  Additionally, Anna Polasek, Math teacher, is full time at our building his year. 
 

  The PRIDE Crew (9th grade mentors) is in its 4th year at SLHS.  So far, the mentors attended the 9th grade orientation and held a 
freshmen tailgate at last week’s football game. 

 The time for the homecoming dance has been reduced by an hour.  The parade route was also changed for this year.ed, the parade 
will need to be cancelled for this year. 

 Curriculum Night was held on September 18, 2013.  Mr. Scaling gave a presentation on the Common Core State Standards at 6:30 
pm, followed by the Curriculum Night beginning at 7:00 pm.   

 Mr. Rosekrans noted that this may be the last Fall testing day as the MEAP testing will be eliminated and replaced with a testing 
program titled, Smarter Balance, which is a nationwide testing program.  This new testing program will have students taking tests on-
line which will provide faster results and scores. 

 New Security System—The new security system has been installed at SLHS per the recommendations from Patriot Services.  As a 
result of the new security system, the 1st floor office located at the main entrance was remodeled to allow for two support staff 
persons so that the office can be covered at all times. 

 Electronic Sign—The graduating classes of 2009, 2010, 2011, 2012 and 2013 have been donating funds towards the purchase of an 
electronic event sign on Pontiac Trail.  This year’s student council voted to donate all proceeds from the Homecoming Sign to the 
purchase of the electronic sign.  It is the hope that with this donation, there will be enough funds to purchase the sign and have it 
installed this year.  The  approximate cost is $25,000.  Chris Bullinger, Manager of Facilities and Grounds, is preparing a bid package 
for the installation of the digital message center. At least 3 bids will be secured for this project.  With additional funds from Student 
Council from the homecoming dance this year, we will hope to have the message center installed before the end of the year.  Mr. 
Towne provided contact information of vendors, of one which is Brownies Signs, which is a local company.  He also said he 
contacted the City of South Lyon for any zoning restrictions and found out there were not any for the installation of the digital 
messaging center. 

 The end of the first card marking period was Friday, October 11.  Report card grades will be posted to Skyward for parents/students 
to view.  Only semester report cards will be mailed home.  Printed copies of report cards will also be available at parent/teacher 
conferences. 

 
 
SAC/School Improvement/NCA Updates 

 Ms. Doree reported that district NCA Steering Committee meetings will begin in November.  Each school is graded on 5 standards 
which we strive to continually improve.  The reviews are in 5-year cycles and SLHS is scheduled to be reviewed at the end of the 
2014-15 school year.  At our last review, the NCA committee recommended 3 areas for our school to focus on and we have met 
their recommendations.  Our school’s focus is on reading/writing and math.  The SAC (Subject Area Committees) this year are 
working on implementing the Common Core into instruction.  One component of the Common Core is to prepare students for 
argumentative writing.  The annual School Improvement report is prepared each Spring. 

 
Other 

 According to a newly implemented state law, the Pledge of Allegiance is said each morning at the start of the school day. 

 A new/upgraded bell system will be installed in the near future.  This new bell system will be more use friendly and more flexible 
for changing schedules.  The reciting of the Pledge of Allegiance will be installed in this new system. 

 Ms. Andreski reported that she had received positive comments from parents regarding the implementation of our new security 
system.  The security team was congratulated on their efforts to maintain a safe building environment. 

 A question was raised about upgrading the football field.  It was noted that the current field was installed in 2000 and was one of 
the first to be put in in the state.   Dr. Pearson stated that the GMAX rating is tested each year and we have met the standards.  He 
also mentioned that there is a strong possibility the installation of a new football field will be on the next bond issue in 2015. 

 

Shared Involvement Process SIP NEWS  


