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NOTES FROM THE PRINCIPAL Mr. Chad E. Scaling 

We have completed the first card marking period and are in the middle of the second card marking 
period of the 2014-2015 school year.  Our fall sports seasons have almost all concluded, as well 
as our first band and choir concerts. Our first drama production of the year is just a week away, as 
well.  Our winter sports season is beginning soon and our student groups, clubs and activities are 
working tirelessly to support and represent South Lyon High School.  We are fortunate to have 
such an active student body and supportive parents and families! 
 
Marking period grades are posted in Skyward.  Reports cards for the first card-marking period 
were distributed at Parent/Teacher Conferences on Thursday, October 23. As always, we do send 
home semester report cards at the end of January and in June.   
 
We are using a function in our Skyward system, called Skylert, to communicate via email, any 
news and information about the school.  In order for Skylert to be as effective as possible, we ask 
you to review and update your contact information and notification preferences in your Skyward 
Family Access account. We highly recommend updating your information, as we will be relaying 
important school and district updates during the school year. To make changes to 
your Skylert preferences, log in to Skyward Family Access (If you do not know your family 
access login and password, please contact the high school office).  Once logged-in, click 
on Skylert on the General Information menu on the left navigation bar. Your Skylert settings will 
display. If you desire to make changes, click on Edit on the right of the screen. Please 
contact your child’s school office staff if you have questions regarding changes to 
your Skylert account. 
  
We have elected to turn on a new feature in Skyward to help communicate academic progress for 
your student(s).  Skyward can be set up to email home a weekly or monthly progress report for 
your student(s).  These settings can be adjusted in Skyward through your parent log-in.  Once 
logged into Skyward, click on the "my account" link in the upper right hand corner.  In the "my 
account" screen you can choose to receive several email notifications, one of those is a progress 
report option.  Simply click on the box to receive these reports and your frequency 
preference.  Skyward will automatically send these to you based on your settings.  Weekly 
progress reports are generated by Skyward on Saturdays and monthly progress reports are 
generated by Skyward on the 1st of each month.  ** Click save in the upper right hand corner to 
save these updated settings!**  

We continue to communicate information about South Lyon High School in many different 
ways.  Our website contains important information about the high school.  At the website, http://
www.slcs.us/schools/south_lyon_high_school/, you will find our calendar which is updated 
regularly with high school events.  Athletic schedules can be found by visiting the Athletics link 
from the high school website.  Also, we are on twitter and Facebook; and you can find those 

links on our webpage to “follow” us to receive important updates and reminders. 

Please continue to communicate with your student’s teachers regarding their academic 
progress.  You can also log in to Skyward regularly to get academic and attendance 
information.  We have academic support opportunities that are available, in addition to assistance 
from your student’s teachers.  Please contact our student services office for more information. 
  
We are looking forward to an exciting and fun winter season! 

http://www.slcs.us/schools/south_lyon_high_school/
http://www.slcs.us/schools/south_lyon_high_school/
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STAFF NEWS 

THANK YOU to the Classes of 2009, 2010,  2011, 2012, 2013 
and 2013-14 student council for the donation of our new 

digital school sign. 

Social Studies teacher Toni Simovski attended a week-

long World War I conference in Chicago sponsored by 

the Gilder Lehrman Institute. In addition to covering a 

vast amount of content, Mr. Simovski visited the 

Cantigy Military Museum (where he got to recreate the 

Uncle Sam "I Want You" poster) and the Pritzker 

Military Library. 

Coach Mark Thomas was 

named Detroit Lions Coach of 

the Week on September 26. 

 

The award was presented at the 

homecoming pep assembly on 

Friday, September 26. 

Chemistry teacher, Lynn Hensley received  a $675 grant from the 

American Chemical Society to attend the Biennial Conference for 

Chemical Education held at Grand Valley State University this past 

August.  She attended sessions related to the Next Generation Science 

Standards, Food Chemistry and Inquiry and Modeling.  A second grant 

was secured by Lynn from the American Chemical Society worth almost 

$800 to purchase 3-dimenstional water molecule kits.  These kits will be 

used in Chemistry, Analytical Chemistry and AP Chemistry.  Students 

will complete inquiry activities related to molecular geometry, polarity 

and intermolecular forces with these kits. 
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SPARKS— 
SPARKS Young Women’s Group inspires and motivates a selection of our female students to feel 

empowered by learning more about themselves in today’s world.  By listening, learning and sharing, 

the group’s leadership encourages the students to have a strong sense of identity, and learn how to 

make wise decisions and good choices.  The group was brought to both South Lyon High School and 

South Lyon East High School by Marsha Barnett, a Restorative Practices Coordinator.  The group 

leaders work through Oakland Intermediate School District to bring the program to high schools.  

They are counselors at the Have Women’s and Family Social Services Agency.   

GROUP/CLUB NEWS 

Special needs students got a full game day experience with 

South Lyon High School football teams and cheer squads 

during Victory Day, Saturday, September 20th.   Special 

needs students, 6-21, who have cognitive and or physical 

impairments and who live in the South Lyon School District 

were eligible to participate. They played football and 

cheered on the squad while their parents, family members, 

caregivers and teachers watch them realize, in many cases, 

a dream coming true.   The event is hosted by the South 

Lyon High School football and cheer teams.  Victory Day was 

founded in 2010 by Aaron Segedi, a Trenton teacher and varsity football defensive coordinator. A 

native of Riverview and a two-time cancer survivor, Segedi lives by the philosophy, that building 

character holds equal importance to teaching young leaders the game winning plays on the football 

field. 

South Lyon High School teachers and staff showed their support for 

their favorite team by electing to have their classroom/office doors 

decorated in maize and blue or green and while.  This project was a 

joint effort between the National Honor Society and Student Council 

students.  All money collected was donated to NHS to help with the 

adopt-a-family project for Christmas. 

The Compassionate, Helpful, Understanding Mentor (C.H.U.M.) program, 

started its fifth year here at SLHS.  This program pairs students in our 

CI program with peer mentors who model social skills while eating lunch together once a 

week.  Participants volunteer their time and have an opportunity to meet someone they might not 

otherwise have seen throughout their day.  This program, that promotes acceptance and kindness in 

our school community, has grown from approximately 30 mentors it's first year, to 90 mentors this 

year.  
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Pride mentors hosted a tailgate for the freshmen before the Red Out football 

game. Mentors  brought tons of food and were able to spend time socializing 

with the freshmen and celebrated the end of the first card marking.   

The South Lyon High School National Honor Society put on yet another successful Red Out this 

year. With the efforts of the members, students of SLHS, and the community of South Lyon we were 

able to raise just shy of $11,000 for the American Heart Association. American Heart Association 

Representative, Cindie DeWolfe, excited the student body when she announced that because of 

SLHS NHS and our student body starting the annual Red Out Game, schools all across the country 

are now doing their own Red Outs. This donation will help fight Heart Disease all across America. 

NHS would like to thank everyone who supported our Lions and the American Heart Association on 

Friday, October 10. 



 

5 

Senior Court—Boys 
Cody Carlson 
Evan DeMoss 
Jameson Donahue 
Timothy McPhee 
Luke Wolfe 
 
Senior Court—Girls 
Jami Jones 
Brooke Neely 
Caylin Sullivan 
Colleen Graves 
Maura Delaney 
 

Junior Court 
Vincent Candela 

Karissa Blackie 

 

Sophomores Court 
Ryan Pedersen 
Callie Manasco 
 
 
Freshmen Court 
Noah Edmonds 
Madison Hauman 
 

This year's SLHS homecoming was held on Friday, Sep-

tember 26 starting with the all school pep-assembly and 

ending with the football game.  This year Luke Wolfe and 

Maura Delaney were crowned SLHS 2014 King and 

Queen.  New this year was the homecoming tailgate 

which took the place of the traditional parade.  Many 

clubs and sports teams participated by setting up booths 

and fundraising for organization.  On Saturday, Septem-

ber 27 the annual homecoming dance took place with 800 

students in attendance.  It was a great kick-off to a new 

school year and the start of new memories. 

Instead of a homecoming parade this year, a 

homecoming tailgate was held before the 

game.  Many activities were set up such as a 

dunk tank, pie the teacher booth, bobbing for 

apples, face painting, cotton candy, photo 

booth, air brush tattoos, and a DJ, to name a 

few.  Next year, the student council group 

plans to expand the activities.   Additionally, 

the homecoming court rode around the area 

near the football field in golf carts. 
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Contingency Plans — Occasionally, 
school systems have to send students 
home early due to weather conditions, 
power outages, boiler failure and so on. 
Although we try to avoid sending students 
home early, there have been times in the 
past and there will, no doubt, be times in 
the future when this action is necessary.  

 
Please discuss this possibility with your 
children, and devise a plan for them to 
follow. Your plan might involve going 
straight home and calling a parent at work. 
It might involve going to the neighbor’s 
home, if the neighbor agrees. It might 
involve a high school child staying at home 
with the younger children. Whatever plan is 
decided upon, make sure your children 
know it and follow it, for their safety and 
your peace of mind. 

Whenever possible, students at the 
elementary level will not be released unless 
a contact has been made with a parent, 
guardian, or other individual listed on their 
emergency card.  Please continue to keep 
emergency contact information up to date 
for all students regardless of their ages.  

Chasity Brooks., Danielle Hanselman, Brooklyn 

Miller show off their zentangle skills.   

Trevor White is tuned into and fo-

cused on his zen-mazing artwork.   

Ariel Sheets shines while 

making a lion zentangle.  

Mrs. Adams’s Drawing class—Students are working on a line variety project of Zentagles.  The Zentangle Method 

is an easy-to-learn, relaxing, and fun way to create beautiful images by drawing structured patterns. Almost any-
one can use it to create beautiful images. It increases focus and creativity, provides artistic satisfaction along 

with an increased sense of personal well being. Perhaps, everyone should do it!!!   

Boo Grams 
The Art Club sold Boo Grams before Hal-

loween to raise funds for their  activities.  

Art Club is an after school group where students that 

have an art class or just enjoy the visual arts can come 

to create work. Members of this club are dedicated to 

fundraising for materials and art related experiences 

they would like to utilize and pursue. Art Club members 

range widely in levels and ability, and utilize time with 

the art instructors and senior members to extend 

their knowledge proficiency. Those pursuing the visual 

arts as a career seek out assistance with portfolio 

work and college entrance materials. Art club is ad-

vised by Ms. Adams, Mrs. Dunn and Mrs. Keena and 

meets every Wednesday after school from 2:30 to 

3:30. New members are always welcome, new members 

are always welcome. Currently, Art Club is working on a 

Boo-gram fundraiser for Halloween and is organizing a 

student art showing that is taking place in the down-

town coffee shop, Corner Cafe. We are looking forward 

to raising enough money to take a trip to the DIA and 

to enjoy gallery walks in the surrounding area.    
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GOOD NEWS FOR FALL SPORTS TEAMS 

 Girls Golf—Once again returned to the MHSAA State Finals at Michigan State University Forest Akers 

East taking home a 2nd place finish this year.  Senior, Caroline Harding, took 3rd place and her sister, 

Junior, Priscilla Harding, took 10th place.  The team also capped off a great season in league play 

capturing both the Division and Kensington Conference Championships. 

 Football— The team finished the season with an 8-1 record and beat Canton High School in the 

Kensington Conference Championship game to capture their first KLAA title.  The teams headed in post-

season play on Friday losing a close game to Walled Lake Western. 

 Girls Volleyball—They began MHSAA district play on Wednesday, November 5. 

 Boys Soccer ended their season as a district semi-finalist. 

 United Girls Swim and Dive continues their season with the upcoming conference and state meets: 

 Central Division Championships were held at Novi on Saturday, November 1 

 KLAA Conference Championship at Novi on Friday and Saturday, November 7-8 

 

 

UPCOMING WINTER SPORTS TEAM INFORMATION 

Winter sports are just around the corner with conditioning for some sports already started. 

 Hockey started Monday, November 3 

 Girls Basketball, Competitive Cheer and Boys Swim and Dive starts November 10 

 Boys Basketball, Bowling, Ski and Wrestling starts November 17 

Students are required to have a valid physical on file dated after April 15, 2014, in order to participate.  For 

additional information, please visit the Athletic Department or www.slcs.us./athletics.html 
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Drama News 

SLHS Theatre's upcoming Fall production is the Lucille 
Fletcher thriller NIGHT WATCH. It is the story of Elaine 
and John Wheeler, who find themselves trapped in a whirl-
pool of suspicious characters, uncooperative police officers, 
and more than enough doubt to go around. This psychologi-
cal murder mystery will keep you guessing the whole time, but 
will still leave you dumbfounded.  

Our show dates are: 

 November 13-15 at 7:00PM 
 November 16 at 2:00PM!  

Tickets are $10 in advance, and $12 at the door. 

Key Club 

Key Club is a student-organized group, 

assisted by the Kiwanis Club, that volunteer all 

around the South Lyon community. In the past 

years, the number of members has been 

growing. The amount of people that signed up 

this year was astounding. Not only have these 

new members showed up to our meetings, but 

everyone has been rapidly signing up for our events. We've had quite a few 

volunteering opportunities this year, including our annual spaghetti dinner 

hosted at the South Lyon Kiwanis Club. Key Club also ran the moon jumps at 

Pumpkinfest, cleaned the rail trail, babysat during Bartlett's PTO meetings, and 

helped clean up flower beds in Colonial Acres.  

We are most excited for the month of November 

because it's Random Act of Kindness Month. Our 

members go around doing all sorts of random 

acts in the South Lyon community. In past years, 

some people left money in slushy cups, delivered 

poinsettias to a retirement home, gave cookies to 

the policemen, and much more. 

—Bria Spalding, Co-Secretary of SLHS Key Club 
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NHS Induction 
The annual National Honor Society Induction 
Ceremony was held on October 15th. A total 
of forty four new members were inducted, to 
make a grand total of seventy seven 
members within the organization. New 
advisors, Mrs. Mary Roman and Mrs. 
Richelle Martin, presented the new officers, 
Alyssa Riehle (President), Katelyn 
Lambrecht (Vice President), Karli Meister 
(Secretary), Regina Tuey (Treasurer), and 
Nathan Kurt (Historian), with their officer 
pins. President Alyssa Riehle spoke to new inductees and families about this year’s mission 
and our program’s dedication to service. She then went on to introduce the Keynote Speaker 
Mr. Michael Brennan, CEO of United Way, husband of former SLHS teacher Mrs. Joan 
Brennan. Mr. Brennan discussed the importance of deciding what kind of a leader you would 
like to be. He left everyone with the message that “[we] are all good enough.” New members 
were then guided by Alyssa through the oath and formally inducted. Existing members of the 
organization invited inductees and their families for a reception held in the commons. NHS is 
looking forward to a great year of dedicating time to service and bettering the community. 

The 22nd Annual Academics Awards was held on Sunday, October 5.  
Approximately 330 students received this prestigious award.  Dinner was 
served in the commons and then the recipients and their families and 
guests proceeded to the auditorium where the awards were presented.   
 
The criteria for the Academic Award is that a student must earn a minimum 
of a 3.5 GPA for both semesters for the  previous school year and be 
enrolled in a minimum of six  classes   Several students also invited a 
“special” staff member to the event that has influenced their education.  
Kevin Szawala, a 2003 SLHS graduate was the featured speaker and his 
biography is below. 

 
Kevin Szawala, or ‘Mr. Peace’, age 29, is a motivational speaker, youth minister, poet, hip-

hop artist, peace activist, visionary and friend.  Born in Detroit, he moved to his hometown 

of South Lyon when he was five.  He is a graduate of the University of Michigan - Ann 

Arbor, with Bachelor of Arts degrees in Economics, Spanish & Global Change, as well as 

Wayne State University (Detroit) where he has his Master of Business Administration (focus 

in Marketing & Entrepreneurial Management).  Employed in the Automotive Industry for 5 

years after college, he found his greater passion in working with youth.    

Academic  Awards Ceremony 

Kevin Szawala, 

Speaker 
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 SOUTH LYON HIGH SCHOOL CALENDAR  

    November 4 Curriculum Day; No School for Students 

 November 13-15 Play Performance, Fri-Sat at 7:00 pm; Sunday at 2:00 pm 

 November 21 End of 2nd Card Marking Period 

 November 26-28 Thanksgiving Break 

 December 4 Financial Aid Night for Senior Parents, 7:00 pm at SL East 

 December 10 Band/Choir Concert, 7:00 pm 

 December 11 Variety Show Auditions 

 December 22—January 4 Winter Break 

 January 5 School Resumes 

 January 14 Future Senior Parents Night for Junior parents/students,  

  7:00 pm 

 January 20-22 Final Exams—1/2 day schedule—am only 

 January 23 No School - Teacher Work Day 

 February 4 Curriculum Fair, 7:00 pm 

 February 6 Variety Show, 7:00 pm 

 February 16-20 Mid-Winter Break 

 February 27 Choir Concert, 7:00 pm 

 March 3-5 11th grade ACT/MME testing each day.   

 March 11 No School - Curriculum Day 

 April 3-10 Spring Break—No School 

 April 23-26 Play Performance, Fri-Sat at 7:00 pm;  Sunday at 2:00 pm 

 May 1-3 Play Performance, Fri-Sat at 7:00 pm 

 May 1 End of 5th Card Marking Period 

 May 19 Choir Concert, 7:00 pm 

 May 20 Band Concert, 7:00 pm 

 May 25 Memorial Day Recess - No School 

 May 27 Underclass Honors Program 

 May 29 Prom, Crystal Gardens; 6:30-11:00 pm 

 May 29 Seniors Last Day of School 

 June 3 Seniors Honors Night, 7:00 pm 

 June 6 Graduation - EMU Convocation Center, 2:30 pm 

 June 9-11 Final Exams—1/2 day schedule - AM only 

 June 11 Last Day of School  
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Marching Band Seniors celebrating after our State's 

performance   

 

 

The South Lyon High School Choir had 
nine members audition for the Regional 
Honors Choir.  Eight of them earned 

spots in the Regional Honors Choir and will 
be auditioning for the State and All-State 
Honors Choir.   

The SLHS choir opened the Oct 25 
Whaler's Hockey Game by singing the 

American and Canadian National Anthem.   

The SLHS 2014 Marching Band show was 
titled "Boundaries" this season.  They earned 2 
firsts and 1 second at this season's competitions, 
as well as taking home the awards for Best 
Music, Best Visual, and Best General 
Effect.  The Band also advancing to State 
Competition at Ford Field on Nov 1 and took 6th 
place.   

The South Lyon High School Lyon Singers participated in a concert on Sunday, 

October 12 with choirs from Brighton High School, Howell High School, and the 

Livingston County Chorale Family of Choirs. The concert consisted of all spirituals and 

featured guest conductor Dr. Eugene Rogers from the University of Michigan, who led 

workshops with each choir and conducted two combined musical selections.  

 

The Band and Choir Programs both participated in the annual community 

Pumpkinfest Parade. 

Women’s Lyon Singers 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 10 

7:00 PM 

SLHS AUDITORIUM 
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Counselor’s Corner 

 

News from Student Services… 

Transcripts and Test Scores 
Transcripts:  Seniors may request to have transcripts sent to colleges via Parchment Exchange.  Students should visit 
www.parchment.com, follow the instructions to create an account, and then place an order to have transcripts sent.  
In most cases, there is no charge for this service.  If you receive notice that there is a fee associated with sending 
transcripts electronically to your selected college, then you may opt to have your transcripts mailed from Student 
Services by choosing this option within the Parchment website or by notifying Student Services in person.  In setting 
up an account, a student may be prompted for an individual Registration Code.  Parchment has indicated that this 
code is not required; however, if the student finds that they cannot complete the process in order to proceed, please 
see Mrs. Krueger in Student Services. 

Transcript requests are processed within 24 hours. 

Test Scores:  If you need to send your ACT or SAT test scores to a college, it is recommended that you have them sent 
directly from www.act.org (ACT) or www.collegeboard.com (SAT).   

 

Graduation Caps/Gowns 
On the morning of October 15, 2014 a representative from Graduate Services met with seniors to present infor-
mation regarding commencements in June 2015.  Each senior received a packet containing instructions for ordering 
caps/gowns, graduation announcements, memorabilia and other gift items.  If a senior was absent and did not re-
ceive a packet, we have extra packets available in the Student Services office. 

PLEASE NOTE:  Cap/gown orders must be placed before NOVEMBER 25 , 2014 to avoid late fees.  Orders may be 
placed online with Graduate Services, Inc. at www.gradservhj.com   

Graduate Service, Inc. 
P.O. Box 277 

Belleville, MI  48112 
www.gradservhj.com 

 

Colleges Visiting SLHS 
Each fall, many colleges are scheduled to visit SLHS to meet with interested students and share information about 
their school and the application process.  These visits are open to both juniors and seniors.  The visit schedule is post-
ed on our website and students are instructed to sign up in Student Services in advance of the scheduled meeting.  
Although many visits have already taken place, there are still a few college visits remaining on the schedule (see Up-
coming Dates below). 

 
Testing Out 
Testing out examinations for the second semester of the 2014-2015 school year will take place the 
week of January 19, 2015.  
 
If your student wants to test out of a class, he/she must submit a Testing Out Registration Request no later 
than 3pm on December 5, 2014.  These forms are available in the SLHS Student Services office or from 
the SLHS website (www.slcs.us/schools/South_Lyon_High_School).  No requests will be taken af-
ter December 5th. Following this deadline, registered students will receive a course instructional map, the 
requirements necessary to demonstrate mastery, and the date and time of their assessment. 

http://www.parchment.com
http://www.act.org
http://www.collegeboard.com
http://www.gradservhj.com
http://www.gradservhj.com
http://www.slcs.us/schools/South_Lyon_High_School
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ASVAB - The Armed Services Vocational Battery (ASVAB) assessment will be given on Tuesday, February 5 , 2015 

from 7:30 am until 10:30 am in G288.  

 The ASVAB is a multiple-aptitude battery that measures developed abilities and helps predict future academic 
and occupational success in the military. Any junior or senior student interested in pursuing a career in the military is 
encouraged to complete the assessment. The ASVAB is also a great tool for students who are struggling with their 
career decisions. Understanding how your abilities align with your interests makes career exploration more manageable 
for many students. 

 Junior and senior students can sign up for the ASVAB in the student services office. If you have any 
questions, please contact Mrs. Miloch at milochj@slcs.us or 248-573-8160. 

Career Development at South Lyon High School 
By: Jane Miloch, Career Development Facilitator 

 

“What do you want to be when you grow up?” As parents we encourage our students to think about what 
they want to do when they graduate from high school. We know that additional training is necessary for 
nearly every career, but which career and where do they go to get the training? 

 

At least once a year, students have the opportunity to explore careers and create a plan for their future 
success by updating their Educational Development Plan (EDP). Using the website 
www.careercruising.com, they complete career assessments, explore post-secondary schools, and set 
goals for their future. In addition, they can map out their courses for graduation. I encourage you to visit 
the site with your student. 

 

Sometimes students need a little more guidance, so I am available for individual appointments. Often, 
students have an idea of what they want to do after high school, but they are not sure which college major 
to choose or which schools offer programs -   I am happy to help! I am also ready to assist with resumes, 
job applications or some general career information. Students can sign up for appointments in the Student 
Services office in G wing. 

LATE BUS 
Did you know that SLHS offers a Late Bus service each Thursday after school?  This service is 
open to any SLHS student who needs to stay after school on Thursday to receive extra academ-
ic help or to make up an assignment or test.  This service is offered on Thursdays to coordinate 
with NHS tutoring that is also available on this same day and time (in the Media Center).  To ride 
the Late Bus, students must sign up by noon on the Wednesday before the day of the service.  
At the time of sign-up, they will receive a pass which they will then show the bus driver when they board.  
Please Note:  The Late Bus may occasionally be cancelled due to lack of interest or a shortage of bus drivers.  
If this happens, any student that has signed up will be notified in advance. 

Upcoming Dates 
Below are upcoming Student Services-related events you may wish to add to your calendar: 
 

 Nov. 6
th
:      Ferris State University visit to SLHS – 9:00am 

 Nov. 11
th
:    Western Michigan visit to SLHS – 10:30am 

 Spring Arbor visit to SLHS – 11:30am 

 Nov. 14
th
:   Lake Superior State visit to SLHS – 9:00am 

 Nov. 25
th
:    UM-Dearborn visit to SLHS – 10:30am 

 Nov. 25
th
:   SENIORS – LAST DAY TO ORDER GRADUATION CAPS/GOWNS WITHOUT  

  LATE FEES.  Ordering done through Graduate Services. 

 Dec. 4
th
:      Financial Aid Night, 7pm @ SL East High School 

 Dec. 5
th
: Testing Out Applications - Due in Student Services by 3:00pm 

 Jan. 14
th
:     Future Senior Parent Night, 7pm @ SLHS 

mailto:milochj@slcs.us
http://www.careercruising.com
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SIP meetings are typically held on the third Wednesday of the  month.  Here  is a synopsis of the items discussed at the last few SIP meetings. 
Members of the SIP Committee:    
Staff Members: Chad Scaling, Karen Doree, Mitch Rosekrans, , Jill Blasy, Dave Carravallah, Brenda McCloskey, Michele Darket 
Parents: Chuck Chinavare, Mike Keller, Carl Towne 
Students: AJ Blodell, Ethan Covert, Alex Meister, Karli Meister, Valeria Ward, Carlo Zoratti 
 
Mr. Scaling shared the new staff for the 2014-15 school year as follows:  Dan Baker, Social Studies/Economics, Alyssa Lindner, special education and 
Laura Scheel, long-term guest teacher for Eric Kennedy.  
 

 The PRIDE Crew and their mentors welcomed the incoming Freshmen in late August.  PRIDE Crew members attended a day and a half of 

training over the summer to prepare for this freshmen orientation and once again did a fantastic job of welcoming the Class of 2018. 

 Homecoming Events – Student Council is busily planning the annual Homecoming festivities.  This year they have decided to eliminate the 

parade and replace it with a tailgate before the football game which will include a DJ, Pie-in-the Face contest, and the homecoming court being 
driven around in golf carts.  There will be a pep assembly on Friday afternoon and the dance will be held on Saturday, September 27 from 7:00-
10:00 pm 

 Digital Messaging Center – With the combined funds from the Classes of 2009-2014 and a donation from the Student Council from last year’s 

homecoming profits, the digital messaging sign has been installed and landscaped on the west side of the school.  We are thankful for their 
contributions.  Thanks also goes to Chris Bullinger of our Grounds/Maintenance Department with the assistance in the purchasing, installation 
and landscaping of the sign. 

 The end of the 1st card marking period was Friday, October 10.  Report cards will be posted to Skyward on Tuesday, October 21 and copies will 

be made available at Parent-Teacher-Student Conferences on Thursday, October 23. 

 Grade of Concern – this year we have implemented an automated Skylert call to notify parents mid-way through a marking period if their student 

has any class where they are earning a failing grade (D, D- or E) 

 Skyward Progress Reports – parents have the option of receiving weekly progress reports via Skyward.  Parents must select this option in their 

personal Skyward account and Skyward will automatically generate a report to parents. 

 A Skylert message will be send out to parents when grades are posted each marking period. 

 A message may be included with the report cards indicating how parents can set up their Skyward account to receive progress reports. 

 The SANE (Senior All Night Event) is holding a fundraiser at Dairy Queen on October 15 from 3:00-6:00 pm 

 The state legislature is reviewing graduation requirements.  They are expected to be completed this Spring and will be implemented for the Class 

of 2016. 

 A parent expressed concern on receiving closure on the Skylert message sent out by the district a few weeks ago. 

 The homecoming tailgate and festivities (instead of the homecoming parade) went well.  The student council advisors will look at ways to expand 

on the tailgate activities for next year. 

 Halloween lunch-time activities took place the week of October 27-31.  Students were allowed to wear costumes on Friday, October 31. 

 
 
SAC/School Improvement/NCA Updates 
Karen Fisher reported the following 

 SAC (Subject Area Committees) – The English SAC is working aligning the curriculum to the Common Core. 

 The School Improvement Plan was completed and submitted last Spring. 

 Our NCA external review will be on February 26-27.  We will be reviewed on 5 standards determined by the AdvancEd organization and will be 

ranked 1 through 4 on each of the standards.  As part of the AdvancEd review parents, students, and staff will be given a survey which is 
prepared by AdvancEd later this year. Committees have been set up for each of the 5 standards and several staff meetings and the Curriculum 
Day in November will be devoted to preparing materials/information for our February review.  Information/documents will be updated to 
LiveBinder.com and the parents on the SIP Committee will be able to review the materials. 

 The October 21 staff meeting was dedicated to working on the narratives and commentary for each of the 5 strands for the NCA (AdvancEd) 

report.   

 The November curriculum day will be spent in preparing binders for each of the strands and working on the AdvancEd report. 

 
Student Council Update 
 

 The homecoming tailgate and festivities (instead of the homecoming parade) went well.  The student council advisors will look at ways to expand 

on the tailgate activities for next year. 

 Halloween lunch-time activities were held the week of October 27-31.  Students were allowed to wear costumes on Friday, October 31. 
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Other 

 Karen Fisher met with student leadership teams from both South Lyon H.S. and South Lyon East H.S. earlier in the week.  Their discussed 

devoting their efforts to the Stand4Change group which deals with diversity, bullying, etc.  They plan to have an activity night which would in-
volve students from both high schools. 

 Ethan Covert inquired about the possibility of a new football field.  Chad Scaling said this was on a list of items to put on the bond which will 

take place in May.  However, if this was include on the bond and the bond passed, a new football field probably would not be installed until the 
summer of 2016 as the field material has to be ordered in the November/December timeframe for installation the following summer. 

 The grief survey which was distributed earlier this week to all students from the Counseling office was discussed.  Chad Scaling stated that we 

are working with Ele’s place this year for grief support for our students and they require a brief 4-5 question survey to identify students who 
might be interested in this program.  Students will be pulled out of classes to attend the grief support group. 

 Discussion took place as to whether we would have appointment times for our upcoming Parent/Teacher Conferences which will be held on 

October 23 (similar to what Centennial Middle School piloted last year).  At this time, we will keep the same format as in previous years with 
teachers being set up in the commons and parents lining up to see them.  Part of the concern was the cost to purchase the software to sched-
ule the appointments. 

 Chuck Chinavare expressed an interest in raising funds for the school through Hungry Howie’s, McDonalds and Dairy Queen with proceeds 

going to the SANE (Senior all Night Event) which is held on the night of graduation.    Note:  Some of these fundraisers may be used to support 
other activities, i.e. PRIDE 

 The 6th SLHS Annual Red Out football game was held on Friday, October 10, vs. South Lyon East.  The purpose of the Red Out is to raise 

funds for the American Heart Association in memory of Coach Thomas’s wife, Donna.  The football stadium was a sea of red as most of the 
fans wore red apparel.  This year the middle schools, South Lyon East, and some of the elementary schools participated by purchasing red t-
shirts for the event. 

 Pay-to-Participate/Activity Fee – A question was raised  as to why students in the CHUM (Caring, Helpful, Understanding Mentors) and PRIDE 

(freshmen mentoring) programs do not pay an activity fee of $50, while students in National Honor Society, Student Council, and Key Club 
(which are service organization) must pay the fee. 

 PEER Class – The new PEER  Class implemented this year, and taught by Lindsay Sitarski, which pairs up a regular education student with a 

special education student is working well.  Positive relationships/mentoring have been experienced. 


